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PREFACE. 




N this age of learning, when an acquaint- 
ance with English Literature is insisted 
on at every educational test and com- 
petitive examination, and will, in the coming 
generation, be as indispensable as a knowledge 
of spelling and grammar, it is thought that the 
following Synopsis of the names of our most cele- 
brated poets and prose writers, with the date of 
their death, their social position, and the titles of 
their principal works, may prove useful not only 
to students, but to all who are anxious to acquire 
a general idea of the gradual expansion oC^Vssb^i!^;^^ 



VI 



PREFACE. 



and development of literary talent in the British 
dominions, since the days when the preaching 
of St Augustine moderated the warlike propen- 
sities, and awakened the intellectual powers of 
our Anglo-Saxon ancestors. 

H. G. 
London, \st October 1883. 
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A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW 



OF 



ENGLISH LITERATURE. 



Authors* names, 
and date of death, 

Caedmon, 

(A.D. 680), 



Social position, and short description 
of their principal works, 

the earliest known Anglo-Saxon 
whose works are preserved, was 
a monk at Whitby, and wrote 
A Paraphrase^ in verse, from the 
Bible, selecting the most vivid 
and picturesque incidents as his 
themes. 
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Bede, 
named the 
Venerable, 

(735), 



the father of Enghsh learning, 
spent his life in a monastery at 
Jarrow, where he obtained great 
repute as a scholar and teacher. 
He wrote, in Latin, A Treatise 
on the Nature of Things^ and A 
Church History of the English 
Nation, 



Alcuin, 
(804), 



was a schoolmaster at York, 
and, after a journey to Rome, 
resided for some years at the 
court of Charlemagne. He was 
the author of several works 
in Latin, on theology, history, 
mathematics, poetry, and rhe- 
toric. 



Joannes Scotus 
Erigena, 

^875), 



was a native of Ireland, and 
the greatest philosopher of the 
dark ages. He wrote a treat- 
ise on Natural Science^ several 
theological commentaries, and 
some poetry. 



F V -7 ''^^ I ^TF ^ 4 TT'^ ^ 



King Auiwi:j>. 

The Gkilat, 

'901 . 



as rs^sii b\* bis mother, and 
translaied the iroiks of several 
Latin writers for the instruction 
of his subjects. He is also sup> 
posed to have originated the 
first Anglo-Saxon ChronzcUs, 



Aelfric, 

(1005), 



a monk, and afterwards Arch- 
bishop of Canterburj', wrote 
Homilies on the doctrines of 
the Anglo-Saxon Church, and 
made translations from the Old 
Testament. 



William 
OF Malmesbury, 

(1143), 



an Oxford priest, wrote A His- 
tory of tJte Early Kings ami 
Prelates of England^ in Latin, 
and other works. 



Geoffrey 
OF Monmouth, 

(II 54), 



Bishop of St Asaph, compiled 
A History of Britain^ based 
upon older records and Welsh 
Legends, which became very 
popular. 
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Layamon, 
(1 190), 



a Worcestershire priest, was 
the author of a metrical History 
of the Colonisation 0/ Britain y 
named The Bruty which is 
valuable as a specimen of the 
transition from Anglo-Saxon to 
Early English. 



Ranulf 

DE GLANVILE, 
(1 190), 



Chief Justice to Henry II., 
compiled the earliest Treatise 
on the Laws and Customs of 
England, 



Walter Mapes, 
(1210), 



Archdeacon of Oxford, wrote 
The Poems of GoliaSy a satire 
on the clergy, Court Anecdotes^ 
containing sketches of the man- 
ners of his time, and contribu- 
tions to The Romances of King 
Arthur y whose exploits were 
sung by the Welsh bards, and 
became the theme for many 
medieval and modern poems. 
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II 



Alexander 
OF Hales, 

(i245)» 



a friar, was the author of an 
exhaustive Theological Treatise, 
which was adopted in all the 
schools of Christendom. 



Matthew Paris, 

(1259), 



a monk of St Alban's, wrote A 
History of the World from the 
Creation, which included a re- 
cord of events in his own life- 
time, and is considered a very 
valuable work. 



Roger Bacon, 

(1292), 



a Franciscan monk, devoted 
himself to chemical, physical, 
and mathematical science. His 
great work is his Opus Majus, 
the encyclopaedia of the thir- 
teenth century. He was also 
acquainted with astronomy and 
geography, and several ancient 
languages. 
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Robert 
OF Gloucester, 

(1299), 



a monk, composed a rhyming 
Chronicle of English History, 
consisting of more than ten 
thousand lines, in the vernacular 
language of his time. 



John Duns Scotus, a professor at Oxford, was an 
(i '?o8), eminent scholar, and earned the 

'^'^me of the * Subtle Doctor.' 
c wrote numerous Commen- 
taries on theological and philo- 
sophical questions. 



Nicholas Trivet, 
(1328), 



a Dominican monk, was the 
author of a well-written and 
trustworthy series of Historical 
Annals y embracing a period of 
nearly two centuries. 



Robert Manning, 
(1338), 



a Lincolnshire monk, was the 
author of a rhyming Historical 
Chronicle in quaint early En- 
glish, evincing considerable 
poetical power. 



ENGLISH LITER A TURE, 1 3 

William a Franciscan monk, earned 

OF Occam, great reputation as a scholar 

(1347), and philosopher. He wrote 

several Theological Treatises^ 
and supported the German 
Emperor in his controversies 
with the Pope. 

William Langland, an ^Qy^" ' *w, was the 

(1360), auti ilegorical poem, 

entitled ^ne Vision of Piers 
Plowman^ in which he satirises 
the corruptions of the Church, 
and depicts various types of 
human character. The metre 
is alliterative, several words in 
each line commencing with the 
same letter. 

Ranulf Higden, a Benedictine monk, wrote A 
(1367), Chronicle^ in Latin, called Poly- 

chronicon^ a translation of which, 
by Trevisa, was afterwards com- 
pleted and printed by Caxton. 
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Sir John 

Mandeville, 

(1372), 



a physician, was the author of 
one of the earliest known works 
in English prose, consisting of 
a narrative of his Travels in 
the Easty during a period of 
thirty-four years. 



John of Fordun, a priest at Aberdeen, wrote A 
(1384), Chronicle of Scotland from the 

time of Noah. 



John Wycliffe, 
(1384), 



Rector of Lutterworth, wrote 
treatises against the errors of 
the Papacy, and made the first 
complete English Translation 
of the Bible, 



John Barbourj 
(1395), 



Archdeacon of Aberdeen, was 
the first Scotch poet who used 
the English language. He wrote 
The Bruce^ a chronicle of the 
career of the famous King of 
that name. 
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15 



Geoffrey Chaucer, a courtier, established his fame 
(i4<x)), as the first great EngHsh poet 

by his Canterbury Tales ^ a 
vivid picture of society in the 
fourteenth century. 



John Gower, 
(1408), 



a lawyer, exposed the vices of 
all classes in two poems, en- 
titled. The Voice of one Crying^ 
and The Confessions of a Lover, 



John Lydgate, 
(1430), 



a Benedictine monk, was a 
scholar and a poet. His three 
chief works are Troy Book, 7 he 
Story of Thebes^ imitated from 
Chaucer, Falls of Princes^ and 
London Lickpenny, a satire. 



King James I. 

OF Scotland, 

(1436), 



while a prisoner in England^ 
composed a poem, entitled The 
King's Quhairy in praise of 
the lady whom he afterwards 
married. 
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Reginald Pecock, 



Sir John 
fortescue, 

(1485), 



Bishop of Chichester, was one 
of the first advocates for liberty 
of thought on un-essential reli- 
gious doctrines. 

Chief Justice to Henry VI., 

wrote a learned treatise on 

The Common Law of England, 



Robert Henryson, a Scottish poet, was the author 
(H95)> of The Testament of Cresseid^ 

a metrical translation of jEso^s 
Fables^ and some ballads. 



John Colet, 

(1519), 



William Dunbar, 

(1520), 



Dean of St Paul's, was a zealous 
promoter of the revival of learn- 
ing, and wrote several theo- 
logical and classical treatises. 

of St Andrews University, 
commemorated the marriage 
of James IV. in a poem entitled 
The Thistle andRose^ and wrote 
a satire named The Dance of 
the Seven Deadly Sins, 
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Gawin Douglas, Bishop of Dunkeld, produced 
(1522), the first EngHsh translation of 

VirgiPs ALHcid. 



Sir Thomas More, 
(1535X 



Chancellor to Henry VIII., 
wrote Utopia^ an imaginary 
form of government, in Latin, 
and some controversial tracts 
in elegant English. 



William Tyndale, 
(1536), 



a preacher to the English Fac- 
tory at Antwerp, made A Trans- 
lation of the New Testament^ 
and was the author of several 
theological treatises. 



Sir Thomas Wyat, a courtier, composed Sofutets, 
(1542), imitated from Italian poetry, in 

more polished language than 
any previous writers. 



Henry Howard, 
Earl of Surrey, 

(1547), 



wrote elegant Love Somtets, and 
translated part of The ^neid 
in blank verse. 

r. I 
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Alexander 
Barclay, 

(1552), 

John Leland, 
(1552), 



a Benedictine monk, was the 
translator of The Ship of Fools ^ 
a celebrated German satire. 

Chaplain to Henry VIII., and 
the first English Antiquary, 
wrote An Itinerary of his 
travels, and other works. 



Sir David 
Lyndsay, 

(1555), 



a Jacobite courtier, was the 
author of The Dream^ and other 
satirical poems. 



Hugh Latimer, Bishop of Worcester, was cele- 
(i555)> brated for his quaint Sermons 

in favour of The Reformation, 

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, wrote 
(1556), several Controversial Treatises, 



John Bale, 
(1563), 



Bishop of Ossory, wrote Miracle 
Plays^ and compiled A Sum- 
mary of British Authors in 
Latin. 
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Nicholas Udall, head-master at Eton, composed 
(1564), the first EngUsh comedy, called 

Ralph Roister Doister. 



John Heywood, 
(1565), 



Roger Ascham, 
(1568), 



Miles Coverdale, 

(1568), 



a courtier, was the author of 
sevQiral dramatic InterludeSy 
and a large collection of 
Epigrams, 

Public Orator at Cambridge, 
wrote a work on education, en- 
titled The Schoolmaster^ and 
was celebrated for his Latin 
compositions. 

Bishop of Exeter, took part in 
A Translation of the Bible ^ and 
wrote several works against the 
Roman Catholic doctrines. 



George Gascoigne, a law student, translated from 
(1577), Ariosto the first English prose 

comedy, named TJie Supposes^ 
He was also the author of Steel 
Glas^ and some other ^k-j^xt^^. 
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Sir Philip Sydney, wrote a poem entitled Arcadiay 
(1586), several sonnets in elegant Eng- 

lish, and The Defence of Poesy, 



John Foxe, 

(1587), 



an Oxford Fellow, was the 
author of Moralities in Latin, 
and The Book of Martyrs^ a 
manual of Protestantism. 



Christopher Marlow, a Cambridge graduate, wrote 
(1593), Tambiirlaine the Greaty Docto?' 

FaustuSy and several other 
sensational plays. 



Edmund Spenser, 
(1599). 



a courtier, was the author of a 
celebrated allegorical poem, en- 
titled The Faerie Queen ^ and 
A View of Ireland, 



Richard Hooker, 
(1600), 



Master of the Temple, is known 
for his work on Ecclesiastical 
Polity^ defending the Church of 
England against the dogmatism 
of the Presbyterians. 



ENGLISH LITERA TURE, 
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John Stow, 
(1605), 



John Lyly, 
(1606), 



a tailor, was the author of a 
popular Summary of English 
Chronicles^ and A Sitn^ey of 
London. 

a courtier, -wxot^EuphucSyOrtlie 
Anatomy of Wily and Euphues 
and his England, as well as 
several plays. He adopted an 
aficcted style which became 
fashionable and was called 
euphuism. 

Thomas Sackville, wrote several poems, and as- 
Earl of Dorset, sisted in the composition of 
(1608), the first English tragedy, en- 

titled Ferrex and Porrcx\ or 
GorboduCy founded on early 
British legends. 

Francis Beaumont, were the joint authors of more 

(161 5), than fifty brilliant and roman- 

AND tic comedies and tragedies, 

John Fletcher, passages from which are still 

(1625), frequently quoted. 
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William 

Shakespeark, 

(1616), 



commenced life as an actor, 
and wrote thirty-seven tragedies 
and comedies, which hold the 
highest place in English litera- 
ture, and have obtained an 
imperishable fame in every 
civilised countrv. 



Sir Walter Raleigh, was the author of A History 
(161 8), of the Worlds and several 

poems. 



Samuel Daniel, 
(1619), 



a courtier, composed a poem 
named Musophilus^ several 
odes and sonnets, A History 
of Englandy and A Defence of 
Rhyme, 



William Camden, 
(1623), 



head-master of Westminster 
School, wrote a work of con- 
siderable merit in Latin, entitled 
Britannia^ giving an account 
of the British Isles from the 



earliest ages. 
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Thomas Lodge, 

(1625), 



an actor, wrote several dramas, 
. and Rosalinde^ a novel, upon 
which Shakespeare founded 
his play of * As You Like it.' 



King James L, 
(1625), 



was the author of Basilicon 
Doron^ containing advice to 
his son and theological argu- 
ments, and A Counterblast to 
Tobacco. 



Francis Bacon, 
(1626), 



Rev. Samuel 

PURCHAS, 

(1626), 



Lord Chancellor to James I., 
wrote a series of philosophical 
and other treatises of great 
merit, under the general title 
of Instauratio Magna, 

compiled, from more than 
thirteen hundred authors, a 
work named Pilgrivtage^ or 
the Relations of the Worlds the 
Religions observed in all Ages^ 
-and Places disco7*cred from the 
Creation, 
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Hknry Briggs, 
(1630), 



a professor at Oxford, was the 
author of a series of Logarith- 
mic Tables, entitled Trigono- 
metrica Britannica^ and some 
other valuable mathematical 
works. 



John Donne, 
(1631), 



Dean of St Paul's, wrote The 
Pseudo ' Martyr^ and several 
elegies, satires, and other 
poems. 



Michael Drayton, an Oxford graduate, was the 



(1631), 



author of Polyolbion^ a metrical 
guide-book to England and 
Wales, The Battle ofAgincourt^ 
and other historical poems, and 
NymphiiUa^ a fairy tale. 



Rkv. George 

Herbert, 

(1632), 



wrote The Country Parson^ 
and some Sacred Poems^ which 
are still popular. 
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Edward Fairfax, 
(1632), 



son of a baronet, translated 
Tasso*s yerusalem Delivered^ 
and wrote a treatise on Detnon- 
ology. 



Sir Edward Coke, 

(1633), 



Chief Justice to James I., was 
the author of Reports and 
Institutes^ and other valuable 
legal works. 



George Chapman, 
(1634), 



an Oxford graduate, wrote 
Eastward Hoi a comedy de- 
picting London life, and many 
other plays. He also trans- 
lated Homer and Hesiod. 



Richard Corbet, Bishop of Norwich, was the 
( 1 635), author of some ludicrous Satires 

against the Puritans. 



Ben Jonson, 

(1637), 



was originally an actor ; he 
became poet - laureate, and 
wrote Every. Man in His 
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Ben Joxsox, Humour^ and several other 

(1637)"" pl^iys, masques, and lyrical 

continved. poems, full of vigour and 

fancy, but unrefined. 

Rev. Robert Burton, was the author of a well-knov-n 
(1639), work, entitled The Anatomy of 

Melancholy. 

Philip Massinger, who was educated at Oxford, 
(1640), wrote The Virgin Martyr^ and 

other plays, in purer taste than 
most of his contemporaries. 

William Drummond, an Edinburgh graduate, was 
(1649), ^^ author oi A History of the , 

Five Jameses^ and numerous 
poems, sonnets, and elegies. 

John Selden, M.P. for Oxford University, 

(1654), wrote Titles of Honour^ and 

other works of great merit on 
constitutional and legal ques- 
tions. 
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Joseph Hall, 
(1656), 



Rev. Thomas 
Fuller, 
(1661), 



Bishop of Exeter, was the author 
of a book of satires, entitled 
A Gathering of Rods, and 
several theological treatises. 

wrote The Worthies of England , 
A Church History, and some 
other quaint and scholarly 
works. 



Jeremy Taylor, 

(1667), 



Sir William 

Davenant, 

(1668), 



Bishop of Down, was a fluent 
theological writer, the title of 
his best works being Ductor 
Dttbitantiuvi, Holy Living, and 
Holy Dying. 

poet-laureate, was the author 
of a tragedy named Albovine, 
several masques, and an epic 
poem entitled Gondibert. 



Sir John Denham, produced a successful tragedy, 
(1668), named The Sophy, 2C[iA Cooper's 

Hill, a descriptive poem. 
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William Prynne, 
(1669), 



a Puritan lawyer, wrote Histrio 
Mastrix^ a virulent pamphlet 
against the stage, and a number 
of political treatises. 

was the author of The Comical 
Revenge^ or Love in a Tub^ and 
other amusing comedies. 

the son of a scrivener, attained 
the highest rank as a poet, by 
his Paradise Lost and Paradise 
Rcfcaincd. He was also the 
author of several dramatic, 
political, theological, and other 
works. 



Edward Hyde, wrote y^ History of the Rebellion^ 
Earl of Clarendon, which contains some cleverly 
(1674), executed descriptive portraits. 



Sir George 

Etherege, 

(1670), 

John Milton, 
(1674), 



Rev. John 

LiGHTFOOT, 

(1675), 



a celebrated Hebrew scholar, 
compiled A Harmotiy of the 
Four Gospels^ and other theo- 



lo^jjical works. 

o 
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Rev. Isaac 
Barrow, 

{1677), 



was the author of Lectioncs 
Opticce^ Lediones GeometriaCy 
and other mathematical and 



theological treatises. 



Thomas Hobbes, 
(1679). 



Secretar}' to Lord Bacon, wrote 
several works on The Sdencj of 
Goveniutent^ in a very re- 
publican spirit, and on philo- 
sophical questions. He also 
wrote his life in Latin verse. 



Samuel Butler, 
(1680), 



the son of a farmer, was the 
author of Ht/dibras, a cele- 
brated ludicrous satire against 
the Puritans, full of wit and 
learning. 



Sir Thomas 
Browne, 

(1682), 



a physician, wrote Religio 
Media, and other works, in a 
rich and impressive style which 
gained him considerable repu- 
tation. 
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IZAAK Walton, a hosier, is known as the 
(16S3), author of The Complete Angler, 

and some biographies. 

Thomas Otway, an actor, wrote Venice Pre- 
(1685), served, and several other coarse 

but thrilling plays. 

George Villi ers, was the author of a comedy, 
Duke of Buckingham, entitled The Rehearsal, and 
(1688), some other plays. 



John Bunyan, 
(1688), 



Sir Robert 
Filmer, 
(1688), 



a tinker, wrote The PilgrMs 
Progress, a religious work, 
which has been translated 
into a greater number of lan- 
guages than any other book 
except the Bible. 

a royalist, was the author of 

Patriarcha, a political essay, 

maintaining the divine right of 

kings, and that men were not 

bom free, but slaves. 
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Richard Baxter, 
(1 691), 



a Puritan preacher, wrote The 
Saints' Everlasting Rest^ and 
many other theological trea- 
tises. 



Sir William 
Temple, 

(1698), 



a diplomatist, wrote a contro- 
versial essay on The Com- 
parative Merits of Ancient and 
Modern Authors. 



John Dryden, 

(1700), 



poet-laureate to Charles II., 
was the author of numerous 
plays, several controversial 
and satirical poems, including 
Absalom and Ahithophel, and 
many other works in verse and 
prose. He also made transla- 
tions from Virgil^ and some of 
the other Greek and Latin 
poets. One of his best works 
is An Ode to St Cecilic^s Day. 



Samuel Pepys, 
('1^3)1 



Secretary to the Admiralty, 
kept A Diary y which affords 
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Samuel Pepys, 

(1703)— 
continued. 



amusing information as to the 
manners and customs of the 
age in which he lived. 



John Locke, 
(1704), 



a country gentleman, wrote 
Letters on Toleration^ An Essay 
concerning Humaft Understand- 
ing, and several treatises on 
civil government, education, and 
other subjects. 



John Evelyn, 
(1706), 



a member of the Royal Society^ 
was the author of Sylvia, a 
discourse on forest trees, several 
works on the Fine Arts, and 
a Diary containing curious 
glimpses of society in the seven- 
teenth century. 



George Farquhar, educated at Trinity College, 
(1707), Dublin, became an actor, and 

wrote The Beaux Stratagem^ 
and other plays. 
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Charles Montague, composed, jointly with Matthew 

Earl of Halifax, Prior, a burlesque poem, en- 

(17 1 5), titled The Country Mouse and 

the City Mouse, 

Gilbert Burnet, Bishop of Salisbury, was the 
(17 1 5), author of A History of His 

Own Time^ and other works. 



Rev. Thomas 
Parnell, 

O717), 



was a contributor to periodicals,, 
and the author of a poem, 
named The Hermit. 



Sir Samuel Garth, a physician, wrote a mock- 
(17 1 8), heroic poem, entitled The Dis- 

pensary^ and assisted in a trans- 
lation of Ovid, 



Nicholas Rowe, 
(i7i8X 



poet-laureate to George I., was 

the author of Jane Shore and 

other plays, a translation of 

Lucan, and a collection of 

poems. 
C 
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Joseph Addison, 
(1719X 



Secretary of State, was the 
principal contributor to The 
spectator^ and also a dramatist 
and poet. 



Matthew Prior, a diplomatist, wrote Henry and 
(1721), Emma^3Xi6, other poems, several 

Tales^ and some Epigrams, 



Rev. Joseph 
Bingham, 

(1723), 



was the author of an interesting 
work entitled Antiquities of the 
Christiatt Church. 



Rev. Jeremy 
Collier, 

(1726), 



wrote an essay on the Ivimor- 
ality and Profaneness of the 
Stage, and political pamphlets. 



Sir Isaac 
Newton, 

(1727), 



immortalised himself as the first 
demonstrator of TJie Laws of 
Gravitation, and wrote numer- 
ous scientific and philosophical 
treatises. 



i 
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William Congreve, a law student, was the author 
(1729), of The Mourning Bride ^ and 

several other very successful 
plays. 

Sir Richard Steele, contributed tojhree periodicals, 
(1729), The Tatler^ The Spectator^ and 

The Guardian^ and was the 
author of several comedies and 
political essays. 



Sir Richard 
Blackmore, 

(1729), 



a physician, wrote a poem en- 
titled Prince Arthur^ and many 
others on various themes. 



Daniel Defoe, 

(173O, 



a merchant, was the first Eng- 
lish novelist, and his Robinson 
Crusoe is still popular. He was 
also a poet and political writer. 



John Gay, 

(1732), 



a courtier, was the author of 
The Beggar*s O^era, and wrote 
several comedies and farces. 
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John Arbuthnot, 
(1735), 



a physician, wrote a humorous 
History of yohn Bttll^ and was 
joint author with Pope and 
Swift of a satirical essay, en- 
titled Martinus Scriblerus, 



Thomas Tickell, an Oxford fellow, is celebrated 
(1740), for a poem On the Death of 

Addison, 



Richard Bentley, 
(1742), 



Master of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, was an eminent scholar, 
and a critical editor of several 
of the Ancient Classics. 



Rev. Daniel Neal, a dissenting minister, wrote a 
( 1 743)> reliable History of the Puritans ' 



Alexander Pope, 

(1744), 



the son of a linen-draper, was 
the author of An Essay on 
Man^ The Dunciad^ and many 
other critical and satirical 
poems ; he also translated 
Homer. 
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Jonathan Swift, 
(1745), 



James Thomson, 

(1748), 



Dean of St Patrick's, Dublin, 
was the author of numerous 
compositions in verse and 
prose, in almost every style 
of literature. One of his best 
known works is Gulliver's 
Travels. 

son of a. Presbyterian minister, 
wrote a series of poems called 
The Seasons, and several 
tragedies. 



Rev. Isaac Watts, 
(1748), 



a dissenting minister, was the 
author of The Busy Bee, The 
Sluggard, and many other 
hymns for children. He also 
wrote some theological and 
philosophical essays. 



Henry St John, 

Viscount 
bolingbroke, 

(I750, 



contributed political essays to 
a periodical, entitled The Crafts- 
man, and wrote several meta- 
physical treatises. 



I 
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Joseph Butler, 
(1752), 



Bishop of Bristol, was the author 
oiAn Analogy of Religion^ and 
his Sermons on Moral Philo- 
sophy hold a high place in 
Church literature. 



George Berkeley, 

(1753), 



Bishop of Cloyne, wrote a theo- 
logical dialogue, entitled Al- 
ciphron^ and several political 
and metaphysical works. 



Henry Fielding, 
(1754), 



a law student, was the author 
of Tom J ones ^ and other novels 
of great merit ; he also wrote 
plays and political pamphlets. 



William Collins, the son of a hatter, was the 
(1756), author oiAn Ode to the Passions, 

and some other poems. 



i 



COLLEY CiBBER, 

(1757), 



an actor and poet-laureate, 
wrote The Careless Husband 
and several otl^er plays. 
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Rev. John Dyer, was the author of GrongarHill, 
(1758), and other descriptive poems. 



Allan Ramsay, 
(1758), 



a bookseller, wrote The Gentle 
Shepherd^ The Vision^ and a 
collection of miscellaneous 
poems. 



Samuel 

Richardson, 

(1761), 



a printer, was the author of 
Clarissa Harlowe^ Sir Charles 
Grandisofty and several other 
novels. 



Lady Mary wrote several poems, and 

Wortley Montagu, described her Travels in the 

(1762), East in a series of letters 

which are still read with 
pleasure. 



Rev. Charles 
Churchill, 

(1765), 



was the author of The Rosciad^ 
a satire on the stage, and 
various other poems. 



i 
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Rev. Edward 
Young, 

(1765), 



was the author of Night 
Thoughts^ several satires, and 
three tragedies. 



Rev. Laurence 

Sterne, 

(1768), 



wrote two humorous narratives, 
entitled Tristram Shandy and 
A Sentimental Journey^ and 
some satires. 



James Merrick, 
(1769), 



fellow of Trinity College, Ox- 
ford, was the author of The 
Chameleon, and some theo- 
logical works. 



Thomas Chatterton, the son of a sexton, composed 
(1770), Legendary Histories^ and mis- 

cellaneous poems ; he died in 
his eighteenth year, unequalled 
by any poet of his age. 



Mark Akenside, a physician, wrote The Pleasures 
(1770), of Imagination^ a, poem of 

much merit. 
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Thomas Gray, a professor at Cambridge, was 
(1 771), the author of the famous Elegy 

in a Country Churchyard^ and 
several odes. 

Tobias Smollett, a naval surgeon, wrote Roderick 
( 1 7 7 1 ) , Random y Peregrine Pickle ^ and 

some other satirical novels. 

Philip Stanhope, wrote a series of Letters to His 
Earl of Chesterfield, Son^ full of practical sense and 
(1773), useful information. 

Oliver Goldsmith, a medical student, was the 
(1774), author of The Vicar of Wake- 

fieldy several poems, a play 
entitled She Stoops to Conquer^ 
and some historical works. 

David Hume, Under-Secretary of State, com- 
( I n^^ piled A History of England^ and 

wrote several political and 
philosophical treatises. 
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John Armstrong, 
(1779), 



a physician, was the author of 
The Art of Pre serif ing Healthy 
one of the finest didactic poems 
ever written. 



Sir William 
Blackstone, 

(1784), 



an eminent judge, was the 
author of a well-known work, 
entitled Commentaries on the 
Laws of England, 



Samuel Johnson, 
(1784), 



the son of a bookseller, com- 
piled a Dictionary^ and wrote 
The Lives of the Poets, a 
tragedy, a novel, and essays 
on various subjects. 



Adam Smith, 
(1790), 



a professor at Glasgow Univer- 
sity, was the author of The 
Wealth of Nations^ a treatise 
on political economy. 



I 



Thomas Warton, 
(1790), 



poet-laureate, wrote A History 
of English Poetry , and several 
other works. 



ENGLISH LITERATURE. 



43 



Rev. John Wesley, was the author of a Journal, 
(1791), a translation of The Works of 

Thomas h Kempis, a German 
divine, and some theological 
treatises. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds, a painter, wrote Discourses on 
(1792), Painting, and Remarks on 

Pictures of the Dutch and 
Flemish Schools, 



Edward Gibbon, 
(1794)1 . 



the son of a country gentleman, 
devoted many years to a history 
of The Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, which has 
been translated into almost 
every European language. 



James Boswell, was a companion of Dr Johnson, 
(^795)> whose biography he wrote. 



James 

Macpherson, 

(1796), 



a Scotch schoolmaster, trans- 
lated several of the ancient 
Gaelic poems of Ossian, 



€ 
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Robert Burns, 
(1796), 



a Scotch fanner, was the author 
of The Cottar's Saturday Night, 
John Anderson my Jo, Auld 
Lang Syne^ and many other 
sentimental and patriotic songs, 
as popular now as when they 
were written. 



Horace Walpole, 

(T797), 



M.P., was the author of a novel 
entitled The Cattle of OtrantOy 
Anecdotes of Painters^ and 
several other works ; he was 
also celebrated as a letter- 
writer. 



Edmund Burke, 
(1797), 



M.P. for Wendover, wrote Es- 
says on various social and poli- 
tical subjects ; but his fame rests 
upon his eloquent speeches in 
Parliament. 



i 



William Cowper, a barrister, was the author of 
(1800), The Task, several other poems 
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William Cowper, and moral satires, and the 
(1800) — humorous History of John 

continued. Gilpin, 

James Beattie, a professor at Aberdeen, wrote 
(1803), Essays on Moral Science ^ a 

poem entitled The Minstrel^ 
and several other works. 

Rev. William Paley, was the author of The Prin- 
(1805), ciples of Moral and Political 

Philosophy^ and The Evidences 
of Christianity ; he was also a 
translator of the Classics. 

Henry Kirke White, of humble origin, wrote Miscel- 
(1806), laneotis Poems of considerable 

merit. 

Richard Porson, a professor at Cambridge, was 
(1808), an eminent Greek scholar and 

critic, and edited four plays of 
Euripides, 
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Rev. John Home, 
(1808), 



a Scotch minister, was the 
author of a clever tragedy, 
named Douglas^ for writing 
which he was expelled by the 
elders of his kirk. 



Charles Dibdin, a musician, wrote Poor Jack, 
(18 14), and many other favourite bal- 

lads and sea songs. 



Jane Austen, 
(1817), 



a clerg}'man*s daughter, was 
the authoress of Pride and Pre- 
judice, Sense and Sensibility^ 
and several other popular do- 
mestic novels. 



Richard Brinsley Under-Sccretar>' of State, wrote 



Sheridan, 
(1817), 



three of the wittiest farces in 
the English language, entitled 
The Rivals, The School for 
Scandal^ and The Critics and 
made some brilliant speeches in 
Parliament. 
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Sir Philip Francis, was the reputed author of a 
( 1 8 1 8), series of pungent political letters 

signed yunius. 



John Keats, 

(1821), 



Percy Bysshe 

Shelley, 

(1822), 



a medical student, wrote an Ode 
to a Nightingale^ Endymion, and 
many other elegant poems. 

eldest son of a baronet, was a 
gifted writer with extreme re- 
volutionary ideas. His best 
poetical works are Prometheus 
Unbound^ and Cencij he was 
also the author of several 
romances, and translations 
from the Greek Classics. 



Ann Radcliffe, 
(1823), 



wife of a journalist, wrote The 
Romance of the Forest^ The 
Mysteries of Udolpho^ and se- 
veral other thrilling novels. 



Thomas Erskine, Lord Chancellor to George III., 
(1823), was the author of several politi- 

cal pamphlets. 
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Mrs Barbauld, was a well-known writer of 
( 1 824), Poems and Hymns for Children^ 



Lord Byron, 

(1824), 



was a poet of extraordinary 
genius, power, and versatility \ 
his most popular works being^ 
Childe Harold and Don Juan, 



Reginald Heber, Bishop of Calcutta, was the 
(1826), author of a favourite collection 

of Hymns and Sacred Poems, 



William Gifford, 
(1826), 



of humble origin, became editor 
of The Quarterly Review^ and 
wrote successful satires against 
the Italian style of poetry and 
the modern drama. 



William Muford, M.P., devoted many years to a 
(1827), History of Greece, 



George Canning, Prime Minister, contributed in 
(1827), his earlier days to the Antt- 

Jacobin^ a satirical periodical. 
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Rev. Dr Lanigan, was the author of a calm and 
(1828), learned Ecclesiastical History 

of Ireland. 



Sir Humphrey 
Davy, 

(1829), 



President of the Royal Society, 
wrote numerous treatises on 
Physical Science and Chemi- 
cal Philosophy. 



Thomas Hope, 
(1S3O, 



an architect, was the author of 
The Memoirs of a Modern 
Greek, and a work on House- 
hold Furniture. 



Rev. George Crabbe, wrote Tales of the Hall, and 
(1832), other narrative poems. 



Sir Walter Scott, was the prince of novelists, and 
(1832), the author of numerous ro- 

mantic poems ; he also contri- 
buted to the Edinburgh and 

» 
Quarterly Reviews, 

D 
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Jeremy Bentham, a barrister, wrote The Prin- 
( 1 832), ciples of Morals and Legislatiotiy 

and other utilitarian treatises. 



Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge, 

(1834), 



the son of a clergyman, be- 
came a poet, a critic, and a 
metaphysician ; his best works 
being The Ancient Mariner^ 
Christabel^ and Aids to Re- 
flection. 



Charles Lamb, 
(1834), 



a clerk in the India Office, was 
the author of Essays of Elia, 
a clever series of humorous 
sketches, and Tales from 
Shakespeare. 



\ 



Mrs Hemans, 
(183s), 



wrote Lays of Many LandSy 
Songs of the Affections^ and 
various miscellaneous poems. 
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James Hogg, 

(1835), 



known as the Ettrick Shepherd 
was the author of several col- 
lections of songs and ballads, 
of which the finest are The 
Queen^s Wake and The SkV" 
lark. 



William Cobbett, 
(1835), 



James Mill, 

(1836), 



a self-educated farmer, was the 
editor of The Weekly Register 
a domestic journal, and the 
author of some educational and 
political publications. 

was educated for the Scotch 
Kirk, but preferred literature. 
He wrote a History of British 
India^ and several works on 
political economy and philo- 
sophical subjects. 



L. E. Landon, 
<Mrs M*Lkan) 

(1839) 



contributed poetry to several 
periodicals. She also wrote 
The Fate of Adelaide^ a Swiss 
tale, and three novels. 
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Fanny Burney, waiting woman to Queen Char- 

Madame D'Arblay, lotte, wrote Evelina and two 

(1840), other clever novels. She has 

also recorded her experience at 
Court in her Diary and Letters. 



Theodore Hook, 
(1841), 



an Oxford graduate, could 
improvise on any subject, and 
was the author of Maxwell and 
other novels, besides numerous 
satirical and humorous essays 
and sketches. 



Allan 

CUNNINGHA^r, 

(1842), 



of humble origin, wrote novels, 
poems, a drama, biographies, 
and numerous Scottish songs 
and ballads. 



\ 



Rev. Thomas 

Arnold, 

(1842), 



head master of Rugby School, 
w rote a History of Rome^ and 
Lectures on Modern History, 
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Robert Southey, 

(1843), 



poet-laureate, was the author of 
Thalaba^ The Curse of Keha?na^ 
The Doctor^ and other poems, 
some translations from Spanish 
and Portuguese writers, and 
several biographies ; he also 
contributed to the Quarterly 
Review. 



Thomas Campbell, 
(1844), 



son of a merchant, established 
his fame as a poet by his Pleas- 
ures of Hope y and wrote several 
other poems of considerable 
merit. 



Thomas Hood, 
(1845), 



son of a bookseller, wrote The 
Bridge of Sighs^ The Song of 
a Shirt, and many other pa- 
thetic and humorous poems ; 
he also contributed to several 
magazines. 
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Rev. Richard 
Barham, 

(1845), 

Lady Nairne, 
(1845), 



Isaac D^Israelt, 
(1848), 



Countess ctf 
Blessington, 

(1849), 



was the author of The Ingoldsby 
Legends^ a series of humorous 
tales in verse. 

was the authoress of Caller 
Herrin\ The Laird of Cockpen^ 
Lays from Strathearne^ and 
other popular lyrical poetry. 

son of a retired merchant, 
wrote The Curiosities of Litera- 
ture^ and other works on the 
same subject. 

wrote her Conversations with 
Byron, and several novels, 
travels, sketches, and memoirs. 



Maria Edgeworth, the daughter of a mechanical 
(1849), engineer, was the authoress of 

Belinda^ and many other ad- 
mirable tales of Irish life. 

Hartley Coleridge, an Oxford scholar, contributed 
(1849), ^° Blackwood and other maga- 
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Hartley Coleridge, zines ; he also wrote The Lives 
(1849) — ^f Northern Worthies, and 7/te 

continued. Life of Massinger, a dramatist. 

Captain Marryat, R.N., wrote Midshipman Easy, 
(1849), Peter Simple^ Jacob Faithful, 

and many other naval novels. 



William 

Wordsworth, 

(1850), 

Lord Jeffrey, 
(1850), 



Joanna Baillie, 

(1851), 



Dr John Lingard, 
(1851), 



poet-laureate, was the author of 
The Excursion, and numerous 
other poems of great beauty. 

a Scotch judge, commenced 
life as a journalist, and wrote 
several clever, critical essays. 

the daughter of a Presbyterian 
minister, wrote a series of Plays 
on the Passions, and some mis- 
cellaneous poetr)\ 

of humble origin, wrote a lucid 
and impartial History of Eng- 
land, and some theological 
treatises. 
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Thomas Moore, educated for the law, was the 
(1852), author of Irish Melodies, Lalla 

Rookh^ and many other poems. 



James Montgomery, of humble origin, wrote The 
(1854), Wanderer in Switzerland, The 

Grave, and other descriptive 
and miscellaneous poetry. 

Samuel Rogers, a banker, wrote The Pleasures 
(1855), of Memory, and other poems. 



Charlotte Bronte, a clergyman's daughter, wrote 

(Currer Bell) Jane Eyre, a work of great 

(1855)? genius, and several other novels. 



I 



Sir William 

Hamilton, 

(1856), 



a celebrated Scotch meta- 
physician, contributed to the 
Edinburgh Re^'iew, and wrote 
treatises on logic and mental 
philosophy. 
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Douglas Jerrold, 

(1857), 



Henry Hallam, 
(1859), 



Lord Mac aula y, 

(1859), 



the son of a theatrical manager, 
was the author of Black-eyed 
Susan, and other plays, Mrs 
Caudles Lectures, and numerous 
other sparkling and satirical 
compositions. He was also a 
journalist. 

an Oxford graduate, was the 
author of a Constitutional His- 
tory of England, and an Intro- 
duction to the Literature of 
Europe, both of which evince 
great industry, acuteness, and 
impartiality. 

wrote The Lays of Ancient 
Rome, a History of England, 
and numerous other poems and 
essays. He also contributed 
to several periodicals, and for 
brilliancy of style and elegant 
diction, holds the highest rank 
among English writers. 



{ 
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Thomas 
de quincy, 

(1859), 



the son of a merchant, was the 
author of Confessions of an 
Opium Eater, and an impas- 
sioned and critical writer in 
several periodicals. 



J. H. Leigh Hunt, 
(1859), 



the son of a solicitor, was a 
journalist, poet, and essayist. 
He is best known as the editor 
of the London JournaL 



General Sir William wrote a History of the Penin- 
Napier, sular War, and other works on 

(i860), India. 

G. P. R. James, was the author of Richlieu, De 
(i860), Lome, and many other his- 

torical romances. 



Lord Campbell, 
(1861), . 




Lord Chancellor, was the author 
of a series of The Lives of the 
Lord Chancellors, and another 
of The Chij/yttstices, 
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Mrs Browning, 
(1861), 



was the highly-educated and 
talented authoress of Seraphiiiiy 
Aurora Leigh^ and several other 
lyrical poems. 



Sir Francis 
Palgrave, 

(1861), 



wrote The Merchant and the 
Friar, and other works, evinc- 
ing antiquarian and medieval 
knowledge and research. 



J. Sheridan Knowles, an actor, produced The Hunch- 
(1862), back, Love Chase, and some 

other plays. 

William Makepeace the son of an Indian civil ser- 

Thackeray, vant, contributed to Punch and 

(1863), several magazines, and earned 

great reputation as the author 
of Vanity Fair, Pendennis, and 
several other novels. 



Mrs Trollope, was the authoress of Travels in 
(1863), America, and numerous novels. 
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Richard Whately, Archbishop of Dublin, wrote 
(1863), several valuable works on Logic 

and Rhetoric, 

Sir George a statesman, was the author of 

CORNEWALL LEWIS, numerous essays on science, 

(1863), history, and philosophy. He 

also conducted the Edinburgh 
Review, 



Walter Savage 
Landor, 

(1864), 



having squandered his estate, 
became an author, and wrote 
Imagifiary Conversations^ which 
are full of scholarship and 
humour, as well as poems and 
essays. 



Charles VVent- 

WORTH DiLKE, 

(1864), 



a civil servant, became a well- 
known critic and journalist, and 
wrote essays on literary history. 



Rev. John Keble, 
(1865), 




was the author of The Christian 
Year, and several theological 
works. 
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Mrs Gaskell, 

(1865), 



the wife of a Unitari;in minister^ 
wrote Mary Barton^ .'ind other 
novels depicting artisan life. 



William Aytoun, 
(1865), 



a graduate of Edinburgh, was- 
the author of TJie Execution of 
Montrose, and several other 
national lays and ballads. 



Rev. William 

Whewell, 

(1866), 



was an eminent writer on mathe- 
matics, science, philosophy, and 
other subjects. 



Sir Archibald 

Alison, 

(1867),' 



devoted many years to the com- 
pilation of A History of Europe^ 
which has a world-wide popu- 
larity. 



Michael Faraday, 

(1867), 



of humble origin, attained great 
eminence as a lecturer and 
writer on Chemistry and Elec- 
tricity. 
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Henry Brougham, 
(1868), 



Lord Chancellor, achieved a 
great reputation as an orator, 
and was the author of Lives 
of Men of Letters^ and several 
works on theology, metaphysics, 
and science. 



Samuel Lover, 

(1868), 



originally a miniature painter, 
was a celebrated Irish novelist 
and song writer. Handy Aftdy, 
Rory O^More^ and Molly Bawn^ 
are some of his best compo- 
sitions. 



Sir David Brewster, devoted his life to science, and 
(1868), wrote numerous treatises on 

Light and Optics, 



Henry Hart Milman, Dean of St Paul's, was the 
(1868), author of Fazio, a tragedy, The 

Fall of Jerusalem^ and many 



historical and theological works. 
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William Carleton, of humble origin, wrote Traits 
(1869), and Stories 0/ the Irish Peas- 

antry^ and other humorous and 
pathetic talcs. 



Charles Dickens, 
• (1870), 



the son of a civil servant, was 
the author of The Pickwick 
Papers^ and a series of popular 
novels, chiefly delineating the 
life of the masses. 



Sir John Herschel, wrote many treatises on As- 
(1871), tronojjiy, and other scientific 

subjects. 



Sir Roderick 
murchison, 

(1871), 



was President of the Geogra- 
phical Society, and the author 
of sc^•eral works on Geology. 



George Grote, a banker, wrote a most valuable 
(1871), History of Greece, and a number 

of political pamphlets. 
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Augustus 
DE Morgan, 

(1871), 



an Oxford wrangler, devoted! 
himself to mathematics, and 
was the author of a Treatise on 
the Differential Calculus, He 
also published an amusing 
Budget of Paradoxes, 



Henry Alford, 
(1871), 



Dean of Canterbury, wrote The 
School of the Hearty and other 
poems, and was an eminent 
Greek scholar. 



Rev. Frederick the son of a Unitarian minister^ 

Dennison Maurice, was the author of Mental and 

(1872), Moral Philosophy^ and several 

theological treatises inculcating 
Broad Church doctrines. 



HARLES James 
Lever, 

(1872), 



a physician, wrote Harry Lorre" 
query Charles O'Malleyy Jack 
Hint on y and many other bril- 
liantly humorous Irish novels. 
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Mrs Somerville, 
(1872), 



was the authoress of The Con- 
nexion of the Physical Sciences^ 
Physical Geography^ and other 
popular scientific works. 



Charles Knight, 
(1873), 



the son of a bookseller, was 
a Shakespearian commentator, 
and the publisher of a variety of 
cheap and instructive literature. 



John Stuart Mill, M.P., was the author of numer- 
( 1 87 3), ou s works on Political Economy^ 

with a strong democratic and 
agnostic bias. 



Lord Lytion, 
(1873), 



was a richly gifted and versatile 

writer of plays, romances and 

novels. The Lady of Lyons and 

Money are his best dramas, and 

The Last Days of Pompeii and 

Eugene Aram his most popular 

fictions. 
R 
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Charles Shirley 
Brooks, 

(1874), 



Bryan Waller 

Procter, 

(Barry Cornwall) 

(1874), 



the son of an architect, was a 
journalist and play-writer, but 
is best known as a contributor 
to Punch, 

educated for the law, wrote a 
number of miscellaneous poems, 
and several biographies. 



Hon. Mrs Norton, was a sentimental ballad-writer, 

(Lady Stirling and the authoress of Stuart of 

Maxwell) Dunleath, Lost and Saved^ and 

(1875), other novels. 

Sir Charles Lykll, was the author of several 

(1875), valuable works on C^^i?/^?^. 



Rev. Charles 
Kingslev, 

(1875), 



was author of Alton Locke ^ 
Yeasty Hypatia^ and other 
novels, evincing strong sym- 
pathy with the working classes. 



Lord Mahon, wrote A History of England^ 
(Earl Stanhope), and A Life of Belisarius. 

(1875), 
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John Forster, 
(1876), 



a barrister, was an eminent 
journalist, and the biographer 
of Swift, Dickens, and other 
men of note. 



Harriet 

Martineau, 

(1876), 



descended from a Huguenot 
family, was the authoress of 
Illustrations of Political Eco- 
nomy^ some Historical Works 
and Travels^ and biographical 
notices. 



Samuel Warren, 
(1877), 



a barrister, wrote The Diary 
of a Late Physician^ Ten Thou- 
sand a Year^ and some other 
sensational novels. 



William Hepworth a barrister, was the author of 
Dixon, New Amcricay Free Russia^ The 

(1879), Switzers^ and other historical 

and biographical works. 
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George Eliot, 
(Maria Evans) 
(1880), 



Tom Taylor, 
(1880), 

Thomas Carlyle, 
(1881), 



was the authoress oiAdamBede^ 
Silas Marner, Middlemarch^ 
Daniel Deronda^ and other 
novels, evincing rare genius and 
knowledge of human nature. 

a civil servant, wrote The Ticket 
of Leave and other popular plays . 

the son of a Scotch farmer, was 
a stern censor of the age he 
lived in, a contributor to several 
magazines, and the author of 
Sartor Resartus^ and several his- 
torical and philosophical works. 



Benjamin D' Israeli, commenced his success as a 

Earl of novelist with Vivian Grey^ and 

Beaconsfield, crowned it with Endymion, 
(1881), 



John Hill Burton, a barrister, wrote A History 
(1881), of Scotland^ and on political 

economy. 
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Arthur Penrhyn Dean of Westminster, was the 

Stanley, author of Travels in Palestine^ 

(1881), the Life of Dr Arnold, and 

other works. 

William Harrison a journalist, wrote Jack Shep- 
AiNSWORTH, pard. The Tower of London^ and 

(1882), some other popular but perni- 

cious novels. * 

Charles Darwin, a graduate of Cambridge, be- 
(1882), came famous as a naturalist and 

physiologist, and was the author 
of The Origin of the Species, 
The Desce7it ofMan^ and several 
scientific works. 

Anthony Trollcpe, a civil servant, will be remem- 
(1883), bered as the author of Dr 

Thome, Framley Parsonage, 
Barchester Towers, and many 
other amusing novels, and 
books of travel. 
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Robert and William the sons of a Scotch weaver, 
Chambers, were the eminent publishers of 

(187 1, 1883), \!ciQ, Edinburgh Journaly2LXi^\\i^ 

authors of a very complete His- 
tory of English Literature^ and 
many educational works of great 
merit, and having an immense 
circulation. 



John William 

COLENSO, 

(1883), 



Bishop of Natal, was the author 
of some useful Mathematical 
works, and of Commentaries on 
The Pentateuch and Book of 
Joshua^ of great ability but 
questionable orthodoxy. 



William 
Spottiswoode, 
(1883), 



an Oxford scholar, and printer 
to the Queen, wrote a treatise 
on the Polarisation of Ughty 
and various works on philo- 
sophy, astronomy, popular edu- 
cation, and other subjects. 
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Henry Wadsworth No record of writers in the 

Longfellow, English language would be com- 

(1882), plete which did not include the 

author oiHyperion, Kavanagh^ 
The Song of Hiawatha^ and 
many other poems, which are 
lield in as high estimation by 
English readers as by his own 
countrymen in America, and 
breathe a spirit of love and 
purity unsurpassed in the litera- 
ture of any other nation, either 
ancient or modern. 



The traveller who gazes, from an eminence, on the 
bird's-eye view which it affords of a newly-visited city 
or locality, is glad to have his attention directed to the 
principal objects of interest in the somewhat confusing 
expanse around him; and readers of the foregoing 
Synopsis will probably be better able to retain its 
impression on their mental vision with the aid of a 

A 
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few general observations on on some of the chie 
points, concerning which it at once creates a desire 
for further information. 

The gift of language enabled mankind, from the 
earliest ages, to communicate their thoughts and ideas 
to each other; and, long before the invention of 
writing, songs were composed by the bards or priests, 
to be recited at their religious ceremonies, or to 
kindle courage in battle, which were orally handed 
down from generation to generation, and formed the 
main source of all subsequent historical records and 
other literature. 

It must also be remembered, in connection with 
the rise and progress of English learning, that, for 
centuries prior to the Christian era, intellectual culture 
had attained its highest development in ancient Greece 
and Rome, and that from the writings of the cele- 
brated authors of those days, whose works were almost 
miraculously preserved during the dark ages which 
followed the downfall of the Roman Empire, all that 
is most valuable in our secular knowledge and litera- 
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ture, except a fuller acquaintance with the laws of 
nature, has been derived. 

The Angles are supposed to have brought with 
them to Britain, in the fifth century, a composition in 
praise of the deeds of their ancestors, called * The 
Gleeman*s Song,' which, with two others, entitled 
' The Battle of Finsburgh ' and * The Tale of Beowulf,' 
were afterwards committed to writing, and constitute 
the only specimens of their language and poetry. 

Caedmon was a native of Britain, and therefore 
heads the roll of Anglo-Saxon writers. Bede, and 
several of his successors, wrote in Latin, because that 
language was adopted by the monks as better suited 
than the rude vernacular for literary purposes. King 
Alfred, however, endeavoured to instruct his people 
by means of translations, but his example does not 
seem to have been followed, the writers during the 
next two centuries having chiefly devoted themselves 
to historical annals and controversial theology. The 
earliest dawn of romance was the engrafting into their 
works, by Mapes and others, of the Welsh legends, relat- 
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ing to King Arthur. The first work on English law ap- 
peared soon afterwards, and Roger Bacon's treatises 
on science and general knowledge. Satire and criti- 
<:ism followed next, and the Anglo-Saxon language, 
which was gradually changing into Norman-English, 
began to be used more generally than Latin. 

During the fourteenth century vice and misery \\rere 
-depicted in allegorical poetry, and the spirit of inquiry 
was stimulated by travels and philosophical disquisi- 
tions. Wycliffe's translation of the Bible helped, at 
the same time, to enforce the doctrines of the religious 
reformers, and Chaucer's poetry awakened an interest 
in human character and daily life. 

The wars of the Roses caused a decadence of 
literature during the fifteenth century ; but a revival 
ensued, and translations from the ancient classics, as 
well as sonnets and love songs imitated from Italian 
poetry, considerably expanded the range of thought, 
and imparted a more elegant tone to the language. 
Miracle plays representing scriptural events, which 
had been originated soon after the introduction of 
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Christianity, were superseded by comedies and trage- 
dies, and romances in verse and prose became popular. 

In the sixteenth century the diffusion of know- 
ledge by means of- the printing-press, the discovery of 
new countries, and the spread of the Reformation, 
all tended to kindle imagination, and to enlarge the 
intellectual ideas of the nation generally. The Eliza- 
bethan dramas, culminating with those of Shakespeare, 
have never been excelled in their grandeur and 
variety, their perfect delineations of human nature, 
their wealth of incident, or their exuberance of wit. 
The poetry also of the period, whether descriptive, 
satirical, or humorous, bore the impress of developed 
power and refinement ; while the prose compositions, • 
in almost every branch of learning, attained a depth 
of tone, and a classic grace of style, which have served 
as models to many subsequent writers. Lord Bacon 
rivalled his earlier namesake in his philosophical and 
scientific attainments, and Spenser's pastoral and alle- 
gorical poems were succeeded by those of Milton. 

The civil war in the seventeenth century again 
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almost silenced the voice of literature, with the excep- 
tion of polemical treatises, and Puritanical rule sup- 
pressed the drama. In the reaction that followed the 
Restoration, a new style, borrowed from the French, 
which was characterised by degrading coarseness and 
scoffing ridicule, prevailed for a time. 

During the first half of the eighteenth century, 
which is known as the English -* Augustan ' age, the 
poetical compositions, although perfect in metre, were 
deficient in passion and grace. The style of the chief 
prose writers, however, was simple and vigorous. In 
the next generation several of the noblest specimens 
of English writing were produced, and the poetry 
became more fervid and natural. Works of fiction 
took the place of tragedies and comedies, while history, 
science, and philosophy were more generally studied 
and popularised. The newspaper press and periodical 
criticism became, from this time, powerful influences 
in guiding public opinion, and satire the keenest 
weapon for assailing the vices both of the rich and 
poor. 
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The stirring incidents of the first French Revolution 
gave birth to an entirely new development of mental 
activity, which is still perceptible in the greater free- 
dom of thought, and in the widened scope of the 
literature of the present century. More practical 
than that of any preceding age, it at the same time 
indicates ar\ intellectual energy, and, excepting the 
effusions of sensational novelists, a moral pureness 
which should earn for the writers of the Victorian 
era, including many who are still living, an enduring 
fame in the estimation of posterity. 
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* A grand panorama of ancient literature.' — Border Advertiser. 

' Will stimulate school-boys to work with greater zest at their trans- 
lations.' — Bradford Observer. 

'The style and points of each author are well given.' — Brighton 
Herald. 

* Mr Grey presents us with pleasant little pictures of the great authors 
of antiquity* — Brisbane Courier. 

*The result of much intelligent labour, and very pleasant reading.' — 
British Quarterly Rexne^v, 

' A boon to those who have no time to drink more deeply at the foun- 
tains of classical lore.' — Cambrian. 

* It has met with an unequivocal welcome.' — Cambridge Chronicle. 

* Commendable for the indefatigability with which the author must 
have studied.'— Cawr^rrV/^^ Review. 

* A very convenient bird's-eye view of ancient learning.' — Canterbury 
Press* 

' Invaluable whether for reference or information ' — Ca^e Afgns. 

* A bright, smart, interesting memoir.' — Chester Chronicle. 

* Will answer a very useful purpose.' — Christian World. 

' He has accomplished his task most admirably.' — Church Bells. 

' (^uite enough to convey a general notion of the scope and character 
of classical literature.' — Church Times. 

' Mr Grey displays the art of condensation in a scholarly manner 
throughout his work.' — Clifton Chronicle. 

* Well and clearly written, and will awaken the interest of young 
students.* — Daily Chronicle. 

' Conveys an excellent idea of the original writings.' — Derbyshire 
Advertiser. 

'Gives the very essence of the ancient authors.' — Dorset County 
Chronicle. 
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*The result of much reading, labour, and thought.' — Dntids Journal. 

' A vivid photograph of the ancients and their works.' — Dumfries 
Standard. 

'Accomplished in a masterly and scholarly manner.' — Ecclesiastical 
Gazette. 

'An excellent piece of workmanship.' — Echo. 

' A most useful and instructive work. ' — Edinburgh Courant. 

*A useful summary of the ancient Classics, of which every one has 
heard but few have read.' — Educational Times. 

' A more useful work can hardly be named in the whole range of 
secular literature.'-^^w^jr Telegraph. 

*Will make the reader in a very brief time acquainted with the 
Classics. The quotations are well selected.' — Evangelical Magazine. 

* Mr Grey's talent for condensation is only equalled by the terseness 
and grace of his diction.' — Flintshire Observer, 

* Supplies a manifest want.' — Glasgow Herald. 

* Such efforts to arrest the attention of the busy multitude effect no 
little good.' — Globe. 

* Will correct the idea that the Classics are drj*^ reading.' — Graz'esend 
and Dartford Reporter. 

' At once scholarly and attractive.' — Greenock Herald. 

* Seems well done.' — Guardian. 

' All can now learn to take an interest in the Classics.' — Hamilton 
Ontario Times. 

' Of immense educational value.' — Hants and Berks Gazette. 

* A compact handbook to all that is best in the ancient Classics.' — 
Harper's Nevj Monthly Magazine. 

'A bird's-eye view of ancient thought and i^nzy*— Hastings News. 

* Bears evidence of a vast amount of conscientious labour.' — Hawick 
Advertiser. 

' It is astonishing how much is done in a pleasant, chatty manner. The 
book will certainly afford pleasure. ' — Jllustrated London News. 

* Mr Grey inspires his readers with a love for the old fathers of litera- 
ture.' — Isle of iVight Journal. 

* Mr Grey has done good service for scholars and students.' — Jersey 
Express. 

* A most interesting and complete work.' — Jewish IVorld. 

* An admirable risumi^ and a good introductory guide for school 
boys.'— /M« Bull. 

* Contains the gems of classic literature. — Kent and Sussex Times. 
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* A careful analysis of concentrated knowledge.' — Lancet. 

' It is surprising how much is condensed into so small a compass/ — 
Leamington Advertiser. 

' Reflects great credit on the author.' — Leicester Chrotiicle. 

* Very few possess the power of analysis and condensation exhibited in 
this useful manual.' — Li/e. 

'We have never seen such scholarly work at so low a price.' — Lincoln 
Gazette, 

' Provides information for classical and unclassical readers, and will 
be useful to boys.' — Lituolnshire C 'ironic ie. 

* A wonderful multum inparvoJ" — Literary Churchman. 

' Will be of use to those who are making acquaintance with authors of 
whose works they too often fail to acquire any general idea.' — Literary 
World. 

' Enables any one to acquire a general knowledge of classical litera- 
ture.' — Liverpool Daily Post. 

* Will be welcome to that very large class of readers who desire to 
know something about the ancient Classics.' — Liverpool Weekly Albion. 

' Imparts more knowledge than many have gathered from the 
originals.' — Louth Times. 

'A masterly compilation.' — Maidstone Journal. 

* Well and truly done ; a capital book for boys and girls.' — Mahern 
Xeivs. 

' The work of condensation is done in a skilful and scholarly manner.' 
— Manchester Coitrier. 

'The Million ought to be very grateful to Mr Grey.' — Manchester 
Examiner. 

' Mr Grey has evidently consulted the best authorities.* — Manchester 
Guardian. 

'An absorbingly interesting work.* — Marlborough Times. 

' The work of analysis and condensation has been well done.' — MediceU 
Times. 

* Will be useful to those who have not had a scholarly training.*— 
Melbourtte Argus. 

* A marvel of cqndensation and cheapness.' — Melbourne Port/olio. 

'Will whet the appetite for a fuller knowledge of the Classics.*— 
Methodist. 

* Just the thing for those who have not had the advantage of a classical 
education.' — Midland Times, 



'A very readable book.' — Modern Society. 
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Invaluable to pupil teachers.' — Mouds Herald. 

* Exactly the kind of book needed in this busy age.' — Montreal 
Gazette, 

' Imparts knowledge which it would take years to acquire from the 
books themselves.' — Montrose Standard. 

A very valuable aid to both teacher and student.' — Naval and 
Military Gazette. 

' Well selected and arranged.' — Ne7vcastle Chronicle. 

Suitable for those leaving elementarj' schools, as well as for students.' 
— Newport Advertiser, 

' Mr Grey has carried out his happy idea with taste and ability.* — 
News of the H^erld. 

* Very well done.' — Ne7v York Nation. 

* Mr Grey has carried out a good idea with considerable success. — 
Noncon/brmist. 

' Supplies information not hitherto accessible to every one.' — Norfolk 
Chronic le% 

' We do not know a more useful work.' — Norfolk News 

* A royal road to an introductory acquaintance with the Classics.' — 
Northatnptonshire Guardian. 

* Very ably epitomised.' — Northampton Mercury. 

A model of careful composition, and a treasure to those who are 
unable to study the Classics' more fully.' — North British Daily Mail. 

* Comprehensively brief, and well illustrated.' — North Wilts Herald. 

* A very useful work.' — North Devon Advertiser. 

' Combines quality, temseness, and comprehensiveness.' — North De^'on 
Heralii. 

'The style is lucid and exceedingly interesting.' — North Devon 
youmal, 

* The reader is most pleasantly introduced to the ancient authors.' — 
Northern Ensign. 

' A most welcome handbook.* — North Sussex Gazette. 

' Evidently the fruit of long and earnest study.' — North Wales 
Guardian. 

* Could hardly have been better done.' — Nottinghamshire Guardian. 
*An excellent epitome.' — Ol>an Telegraph. 

* A model of well-condensed writing.' — Oban Times, 
Written in a very pleasing style.* — Ontario Chronicle, 

* A most attractive and useful work.' — Orcadian, 



# 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, 



* Gives the striking features of each author with clear incisiveness.' — 
Otago Times. 

^ * Whether for educational purposes, or for ordinary reading, it has no 
rival.' — Oxford Chronicle. 

* An excellent idea. — Oxford and Cambridge Undergraduates* 
foumal. - ^ 

* One of the best shilling's-worths ever published.' — Paper, and Print. 

' Will certainly excite a taste for the Classics.' — Peofle's fourtud^ 
Dundee. * 

* We discern indications of highly educated ^"Mvc* -^Public Ofiuieu, 

* A most useful companion to the study of the Classics in their original 
language.' — Publishers Circular. "C 

' A well-prepared biographical, critical, and. explanatory epitome.' — 
Quebec Chronicle. 

* Combines brevity with the essential merit of accuracy.* — Reading 
Mercury. 

' The idea is a good one, and exceedingly well carried out.* — Rock. 

* Equal care is taken with the less'known writers as with those whose 
names are familiar to all.' — School Board Chronicle. 

* Mr Grey has performed his laborious task with considerable tact and 
skill.'- — School Guardian. 

*The work is done with much conscientiousness.' — Scotsman. 

* Of great use for elder boys and girls.' — Scottish Guardian. 

*A bright picture of the thoughts of ancient men of letters.' — Sheffield 
Telegraph. 

' Worthy of all praise.' — Sligo Chronicle. 

' Mr Grey has done much towards familiarising the masses with the 
grandeur of ancient learning. '•^-6'^iV/y. 

'A talisman which calls up thoughts and pictures of the past.' — 
Somerset and Wilts Journal. 

'An excellent work, written with thorough appreciation of the 
essentials in literature.' — St Andrews Gazette. 

* Clearly and pleasantly written, supplying a want that has long been 
felt.' — Sunday Times. 

' Well compressed, and yet retaining a sprightliness of manner rather 
rare in such works.' — Sivord and Trowel. 

'The story, the satire, or the moral is concisely told in excellently 
chosen words.' — Sydney Telegraph. 

* Exactly what a classical student needs.' — Tablet. 

* Will be useful for examination purposes.' — Teacher. 




OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, 



i 



* A great success.' — Toronto Mail. 

' No classical scholar should be without \i.'— Warminster Herald. 

' Will stimulate the intellectual faculties of all who peruse it.'— JVar- 
rinzton Gnafdian. 

* Students will be grate'ul for the information it affords.' — Warwick^ 
Advertiser. 

* Neatly and cleverly done.' — Weekly Dispatch, 

* Will have a large sale as its usefulness becomes known.' — Wellington 
Weekly News. 

* A treasure to those who are reading for the higher literary standards.' 
— Western Times. 

* Classical scholars may pass an amusing half-hour with a bosk upon 
so attractive a theme.' — Westminster Review. 

* Will certainly create the desire for a fuller acquaintance with th2 
Classics.' — West of England Obsen>er. 

* Should command an immense circulation.* — Westmorland Gazette. 

* Enables those who are unable to do more to obtain a glimpse of the 
works of the ancient authors.' — Wetherby News. 

* Invaluable for obtaining a general idea of each author.' — Whitehall 
Reruew. 

' Mr Grey writes with the ease that comes from intimate acquaintance 
with his subject.' — Wilts and Gloucestershire Standard. 

*A novel and tedious task satisfactorily accomplished.' — Winchester 
Observer. 

* Evinces great research and ability, and opens up a wide field of 
instruction and entertainment.' — Windsor and Eton Gazette. 

* Mr Grey possesses the talent of compression in a very high degree.' 
— Jl'orld. 

* A very interesting and scholarly work.' — Wrexham Advertiser. 

* It fills ia gap in literature, and everything objectionable has been 
omitted.' — V. Great, Welsh Review. 

' Mr Grey has done his work with spirit and care.' — York Herald. 

' Ver>' readable, and a most useful book for schools.' — Yorkshire 
Chronicle. 

A pleasant reminder, an encouraging help, and a boon to those whose 
reading time is limited. ' — Yorkshire Post, 




